THE TELFORD PRIORY SCHOOL PROTOCOL RELATING TO ELECTRONIC DEVICES
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The Telford Priory School Protocol Relating to Electronic Devices

This policy and supporting Department for Education guidance - Taking Photographs in
Schools Guidance 2010 is aimed at supporting students, parents and staff in the safe and
appropriate use of all electronic devices.
Students are not allowed, at any time to record either visually or audibly any student or
member of staff without consent, whether in lesson or out of lesson-including before and
after school.
• Schools’ general power to discipline, as set out in Section 91 of the Education and
Inspections Act 2006, enables a member of staff to confiscate, retain or dispose of a
student’s property as a disciplinary penalty, where reasonable to do so.


The member of staff can use their discretion to confiscate, retain and/or destroy any
item found as a result of a ‘with consent’ search so long as it is reasonable in the
circumstances. Where any article is thought to be a weapon it must be passed to the
police.



Staff have a defence to any complaint or other action brought against them. The law
protects members of staff from liability in any proceedings brought against them for
any loss of, or damage to, any item they have confiscated, provided they acted lawfully.



Items found as a result of a ‘without consent’ search



A person carrying out a search can seize anything they have reasonable grounds for
suspecting is a prohibited item or is evidence in relation to an offence.



If a member of staff finds a pornographic image, they may dispose of the image unless
its possession constitutes a specified offence (i.e. it is extreme or child pornography) in
which case it must be delivered to the police as soon as reasonably practicable. Images
found on a mobile phone or other electronic device can be deleted unless it is necessary
to pass them to the police.



Where the person conducting the search finds an electronic device they may examine
any data or files on the device if they think there is a good reason to do so. Following
an examination, if the person has decided to return the device to the owner, or to retain
or dispose of it, they may erase any data or files, if they think there is a good reason to
do.



The member of staff must have regard to the following guidance issued by the
Secretary of State when determining what is a “good reason” for examining or erasing
the contents of an electronic device:
In determining a ‘good reason’ to examine or erase the data or files the staff member
must reasonably suspect that the data or file on the device in question has been, or
could be, used to cause harm, to disrupt teaching or break the school rules.
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If inappropriate material is found on the device it is up to the teacher to decide whether
they should delete that material, retain it as evidence (of a criminal offence or a breach
of school discipline) or whether the material is of such seriousness that it requires the
involvement of the police.



Where a member of staff finds an item which is banned under the school rules they
should take into account all relevant circumstances and use their professional
judgement to decide whether to return it to its owner, retain it or dispose of it.

Advising parents and dealing with complaints:


Schools are not required to inform parents before a search takes place or to seek their
consent to search their child.



There is no legal requirement to make or keep a record of a search.



Schools should inform the individual student’s parents or guardians where alcohol,
illegal drugs or potentially harmful substances are found, though there is no legal
requirement to do so.



Complaints about screening or searching should be dealt with through the normal
school complaints procedure.

